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The reaction was brought about by the armies, which were
still intact and at the sovereign's service; they crushed the demo-
cratic party in the large cities. Begun by the Emperor of Aus-
tria, with the aid of the Slavs, against the Germans and Magyars,
continued by the King of Prussia, first in his own kingdom, then
in Germany, it was completed in Italy by foreign armies, in
Hungary with the aid of the Russian army, in Germany by the
Tsar's threats, and in the duchies in 1850 by European inter-
vention, Tn France a domestic reaction brought a Napoleon
to the executive power, then the Catholic conservative party
1o the legislative power; after having worked together against
the democratic party they entered into a conflict with each other,
which ended in the Empire; France fell back into the military
absolutist system. Spain, under constitutional forms, returned
to personal government.

The governments, having learned a lesson from revolution,
organized an alliance of all conservative forces, including the
bourgeoisie, which was disturbed by the socialist movement, and
the Pope, who was alarmed by the Roman Republic. The re-
pressive measures taken against the revolutionary parties and
their instruments, the press and public meetings, deprived all the
parties of political power, even the parliamentarians. The abso-
lutist system then extended all over Europe, except Switzerland
and the countries which had remained outside of the revolution
of 1848, England, Belgium, Holland, and Norway. The abso-
lutist calm reigned ten years, interrupted only in Spain by a local
revolution in 1854, which restored the constitutional system.

But the revolution of 1848 left a change in three states: in
France, universal suffrage and the official doctrine of the sov-
ereignty of the people; in Prussia, the Constitution of 1850, which,
from its Belgian model and its revolutionary origin, retained the
theory of liberties and an almost universal suffrage; in Sardinia
the Statuto of 1848, which established semi-parliamentary gov-
ernment, an almost democratic property qualification, and the
system of the lay state. Further, the unsuccessful attempts at
national unity had left in Sardinia the desire to accomplish
Italian unity, in Prussia the desire to accomplish German unity,
and Napoleon, formerly a revolutionist, remained personally in
favour of the "policy of nationality." Napoleon first joined
England, checked the Tsar, and took the opportunity afforded
by the settlement of the Eastern question to sketch the national
Roumanian state and bring up the Italian question, Thea*tfee